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Yale Continues Reign as Top School on APDA 

 After a season that 

saw a hard fought race for 

APDAôs Club of the Year title, 

Yale runs to finals at the 

United States Universities 

Debating Championships, 

begets a fantastic perfor-

mance at the World Champi-

onships, and finishes another 

successful year at the top of 

the list of the best debate 

teams in the country.  

 In addition to its in-

ternationally recognized success, the YDA 

continued its run of unprecedented do-

mestic dominance. Breaking its own rec-

ord for total points, Yale won APDAôs 

coveted COTY award of the 2014-2015 

season, for the seventh year running, ac-

cumulating 66 more points than the sec-

ond ranked school, Brandeis. 

 As part of a record breaking year, 

not only did Yale win its seventh consecu-

tive COTY award from the American Par-

liamentary Debate Association (ñAPDAò), 

it is continuing the 2016 season as first 

place with 433 points, more than 160 

points higher than the current second 

place, with Brown University holding 286 

points. 

    

  Individual members of the YDA 

were also greatly successful throughout 

the year. Yale LZ, consisting of Diana Li 

and Henry Zhang, were APDAôs Team of 

the Year (ñTOTYò), winning back the 

award with 88 points. Additionally, most 

of the best speakers at the 2015 National 

championships were from Yale. The 2016 

North American Championships also saw 

Edwin Zhang and Tony Nguyen become 

finalists.  

 Unsurprisingly, the YDA contin-

ues to prove itself as the best team in the 

United States this year, and the ranking 

also reflects an excellent class of new nov-

ices and the dedication and involvement 

of the YDA's members to every aspect of 

the team. 
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Another Impressive Performance at 

APDA National Championships  

 Yale saw unrivaled success at the 

2015 APDA National Championships that 

took place at The College of New Jersey. 

Yale set a record for total qualifications to 

compete this year, with 10 debaters fully 

qualifying over the course of the season, 

and 13 partially qualified debaters, total-

ing a number of 23. This number consti-

tutes a new APDA record, bettering Yaleôs 

own mark of 22, set last season.  

 At the tournament, Evan Lynyak 

and Megan Wilson were 5th place varsity 

team, Diana Li and Henry Zhang were 

6th, Allison Douglis and Reed Berry were 

10th, Tony Nguyen and Edwin Zhang 

were 15th. Evan Lynyak also had the dis-

tinction of winning the coveted award for 

the Top Speaker at the tournament, while 

Diana Li was ranked as the 2nd speaker. 

Allison Douglas was 5th varsity speaker, 

and Megan Wilson was 10th varsity 

speaker.  

 The YDA also had a total of four 

teams breaking at the APDA National 

Championships, constituting a quarter of 

the break for the championships, which 

was more than any other school. Evan 

Lynyak and Megan Wilson also broke as 

the top seed of the tournament, and Evan 

Lynyak became the first-ever sophomore 

to win Top Speaker at the tournament.  

 Among those Yale debaters who 

qualified for Nationals were two novices, 

Justin Katz and Kyle Hietala.  
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