
(Brandeis) and fourth (Boston 

Universi ty) place teams 

combined. 

 Individual members of 

the YDA also made a very 

impressive showing this season. 

Nick Cugini (CC ó13) and 

Sabrina Ali (ES ó11) finished a 

narrow second in the race for 

APDA Team of the Year 

(ñTOTYò, an award meant to 

recognize the consistent success 

of a single pair of debaters), 

with the teams of Alyssa Bilinski (CC 

ó13) and Kate Falkenstien (SY ó12) as 

well as Robert Colonel (SY ó13) and 

David Trinh (TD ó12) finishing in the 

top 10. Additionally, three Yale 

debatersðKate Falkenstien, Sabrina 

Ali and Nick Cugini ranked among the 

10 best individual speakers in the 

country (Speaker of the Year, or 

ñSOTYò). The novice debaters of the 

YDA were also a big part of the teamôs 

success this year, with Sesenu 

Woldemariam (BK ó14) winning Novice 

of the Year (ñNOTYò), and two other 

novicesðMichael Barton (BK ó14) and 

Zach Bakal (CC ó14)ðfinishing among 

the top 10. 

 For the third year in a row, 

members of the Yale Debate 

Association shattered American 

Parliamentary Debate Association 

records to win the title of College of the 

Year (ñCOTYò).  This award is given 

every year to the college which 

consistently finishes in the top ranks of 

American tournaments, and is meant 

to recognize both the breadth of talent 

and continued success of a team. In the 

2010-2011 season, Yale not only set the 

record for the highest number of COTY 

points ever accumulated in a single 

season, but dwarfed the competition in 

the process, ultimately winning more 

points than the second (Harvard), third 
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The YDA at the 2011 APDA National Championship. 

12 
Tournament Wins  

7 
Top Speaker 

Awards  

28  
Final Round            

Appearances  

14 
Top Novice 

Awards  

The YDA by 

the numbers:  



Record performance at the 
APDA National Championship  

7 
Yale teams         

advancing to      

elimination rounds  

21 
Debaters qualified 

for Nationals  

8 
Yale debaters in 

the top 20 

speakers  

Cugini (CC ó13)  reached quarterfinals, 

and four other Yale teams finished in 

octofinals. 

 One of the reasons the YDA was 

so successful was the record number of 

debaters who qualified to compete at 

Nationals. 21 Yale debaters qualified 

for the National Championship, 

breaking the record that the YDA had 

set during the previous season (17). 

Ultimately, not only was Yale able to 

qualify more debaters than any other 

school,  but since 7 of the 16 teams in 

octofinals were from the YDA, Yale put 

more teams in elimination rounds than 

any other single school brought to 

Nationals in total.  

 Yale debaters set numerous 

records this year at the American 

Parliamentary Debate Associationôs 

National Championship, hosted by the 

United States Military Academy in 

West Point, New York. There, the team 

of Andrew Connery (PC ó13) and Max 

Dovala (SM ó13)  made APDA history 

by becoming the first ever pair of 

sophomores to advance to the final 

round of the National Championship.  

 Other Yale debaters were also 

successful, reaching every stage of 

elimination rounds at the tournament.  

Robert Colonel (SY ó13) and David 

Trinh  (TD ó12)  reached the semifinal 

round, Sabrina Ali (ES ó11) and Nick 

Right:  members of 

the YDA at the  

tournament 

banquet. 

Left: Max Dovala 

(left) and Andrew 

Connery (right)  

during the  final 

round.  


