
als, Yale placed seven teams in the 

top 24, including the top novice team 

and three teams in elimination rounds. 

Steven Kryger (SM ô10) was the 

fourth speaker, and alumus Andrew 

Rohrbach (TC ô09) served as a mem-

ber of the tabulation staff. 

       Numerous members contributed 

to our teamôs success this year. Grant 

May (SY ô10) and Sabrina Ali (ES 

ô11) broke at nationals and reached 

the final round of multiple tourna-

ments. Grant appeared in eight final 

rounds total and was second in Speak-

er of the Year rankings, an award giv-

en to the top individual debater over 

the course of the season. Tess Reed 

(CC ó10) Kate Falkenstien (SY ó12) 

broke at nationals and made the final 

round of Princeton, and Pam Brown 

(SY ó11) and James Luccarelli (BR 

ó10) both won tournaments this year. 

     For the second consecutive year, 

the Yale Debate Association was 

named the College of the Year 

(ñCOTYò) of our competitive circuit. 

The honor is granted to the team that 

accumulates the most top finishes 

over the course of a year, and is in-

tended to reward the depth and size of 

a team throughout the season. This 

year, Yale won COTY by the largest 

margin in league history and amassed 

the highest point total ever, nearly 

doubling the second place team 

(Harvard) and accumulating more 

points than the remainder of the Ivy 

League combined.  
       The YDAôs historic year broke 

other records as well. The team quali-

fied 17 debaters to Nationals, more 

than any team in recent memory. 

Yale also qualified seven novice de-

baters, a record unto itself. At Nation-

Yale Sets Records for Team Performance 
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Left: Yale Debaters pose 

with their trophies after 

winning the West Point 

tournament in early 

March. 



     For the second consecutive year, the Yale Debate Associa-

tion debated Howard University in the ñGreat Debateò spon-

sored jointly by the Connecticut NAACP and the YDA. The 

event drew over two thousand spectators, filling Woolsey Hall, 

and featured four debaters from each school debating topics 

about race and equality in America.   
     The debate was moderated by Nate Parker, who starred in 

the film ñThe Great Debaters.ò While the teams were different 

than in the 2007 film, the debate was just as intense. The first 

topic was whether the United States should or should not in-

corporate universal health care. Yale debaters Aaron Hakim 

(PC ô13) and Nate Zelinsky (DC ô13) defended the negative, 

arguing the counter-position of a means-tested requirement 

that individuals buy health insurance.  
 Afterwards, Jon Eng (JE ô11) and Max Webster (PC ô12) 

were given the choice to advocate whether or not marijuana 

should be legalized. In a strategic move that won over the 

crowd, Jon and Max argued that marijuana should not be legal, 

but should be decriminalized.  

Second Annual Yale-Howard Debate 

Page 2 Yale Debate Association  

Yale Debates PETA on the Ethics of Eating Meat 

This March, The Yale Debate Association hosted 

Bruce Friedrich, a vice president for People for 

the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) to de-

bate the topic ñIs Eating Meat Ethical?ò More 

than 150 people filed into Lindsey-Chittenden 

Hall to hear Steven Kryger (SM ô10) and Grant 

May (SY ô10) argue in the affirmative against 

Friedrich. While Friedrich appealed to the audi-

enceôs emotions with a Powerpoint presentation 

featuring pictures of suffering animals, Grant and 

Steven argued that animals did not meet the 

threshold of intelligence to be entitled to rights. 

The debate was followed by an intense hour-long 

question and answer session featuring all three 

debaters. 

Right: Steven Kryger and Grant May prepare to cross-

examine PETA Vice-President Bruce Friedrich. 

Above: Max Webster delivers a speech  

 for the decriminalization of marijuana. 



 

Yale Wins Oxford Inter -Varsity  
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     Steven Kryger (SM ô10) and Grant May (SY ô10) 

won the Oxford Inter-Varsity in November this year. 

The tournament takes place at the Oxford Union and 

uses the British Parliamentary format. In addition to 

winning the tournament, Steven and Grant tied for se-

cond speaker, capping an amazing weekend. They join 

alumni Adam Chilton (ES ô07) and Dave Denton (PC 

ô07), who won the tournament in 2006, as Oxford 

Champions.   
     Yale teams also competed in the British Parliamen-

tary format at the Cambridge Inter-varsity and the Hart 

House Inter-varsity in Toronto, Canada.  Back in the 

United States, Yale also excelled at the United States 

British Parliamentary National Championship.  This 

yearôs tournament was held in Denver, Colorado and 

was attended by over 130 teams. Nate Blevins (PC 

ô12) and Naz El-Khatib (SY ô12) reached the final 

round of the tournament. Yale also placed the top nov-

ice team and three of the top twenty speakers. 

Yale Travels to Turkey for World Championships  

     Over Winter Break, Yale sent sixteen debaters and judges to the World Championships in Antalya, 

Turkey. The team debated subjects ranging from a potential partition of Sudan to abolishing sin taxes 

in democracies. Grant May (SY ó10) and Steven Kryger (SM ó10) and Tess Reed (CC ô10) and Pam 

Brown (SY ô11) reached elimination rounds of the tournament, with Nate Blevins (PC ô12), Arjun 

Shenoy (DC ô12) and Meng Jia Yang (PC ô12) breaking as judges. The teamôs performance elevated 

us to third in the World Ranking System, behind only Sydney and Oxford. We look forward to contin-

uing our success at next yearôs World Championships, to be held in Gaborone, Botswana. 

Left: Steven Kryger delivers his speech in the final round of 

the Oxford IV. 

Left: Pam Brown (SY 

ó11) and Tess Reed 

(CC ó10) prepare for 

their speeches in the 

octofinal round of the 

world championships. 

 

Right: Tess Reed  

delivers a speech  
advocating Western 

recognition of the Da-

lai Lama. 
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     The 2009-2010 academic year was another 

year of growth for the Urban Debate League, a 

YDA-affiliated organization that teaches debate 

to local New Haven students. Once or twice per 

week, the UDL sends Yale students to act as 

coaches in ten local public schools in New Ha-

ven.  The program teaches critical thinking and 

public speaking skills to students and provides a 

gateway for learning about current events. Addi-

tionally, the UDL hosts all of its members on 

campus once per month to participate in a three 

round debate tournament against their peers. 

    This year, the UDL expanded its program to 

several more high schools as well as several mid-

dle schools, aiming to engage students in debate 

at an earlier stage in their education. The pro-

gram also revamped its curriculum to increase 

the quality of the service provided by Yale de-

baters to the local community. 

     The season culminated with one of the largest 

Osterweis tournaments in recent memory. The 

Osterweis Invitational is named after former 

YDA coach, Rollin Osterweis, and is a charity 

tournament attended by Connecticut schools 

from New Haven and beyond.  

Urban Debate League Reaches New Heights 

Top Left: Osterweis partipants wait to hear 

tournament results. 
Top Right: The Osterweis champions pose 

with their plaques. 

Bottom Left: New Haven high school students 

participate in a debate at one of the UDLôs 

monthly tournaments. 


